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A Word from the President

Hello, Friends!
We are pleased to return to a new year of Southern Gospel music and the 2019 Spring 

Issue of the Keystone Quarterly. I trust that you have had an enriching and safe winter. 
Depending on where you live, the weather sure has been extreme, with one snow storm 
after another. I’m sure we’ll see more of that, but at least we are hopefully at the tail end 
of this cold season, with nicer weather on the way…

It's always good to check the websites and Facebook pages of your favorite southern 
gospel groups and concerts. It’s that time of year again!

This Spring issue is dedicated to our new 2018 Keystone Award Winners and the Hall 
of Fame Inductees. Many of you were able to attend the 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet and the PSGMA sure appreciates your continued support of this 
annual event. Congratulations to Brothers In Grace Quartet, the 2018 PSGMA Keystone 
Award winners! Also, we welcomed John Abraham, Rev. Bill Dykes and David Benner, 
our new 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame Inductees. The banquet attendees also enjoyed a 
superb concert by none other than The Blackwood Brothers Quartet.  Be sure to check 
out the enclosed AD for the upcoming 2019 Hall of Fame Induction Banquet for the 
location and ticket information!

We want to thank you for your continued support of the PSGMA. If you are interested 
in becoming an annual or lifetime member, see details on the back cover.

We hope to see you soon!
Sincerely,

John Lythgoe
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Please send payment to:
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AD Prices:  $ 15.00/ Business Card
  $ 25.00/ 1/4 Page
  $ 50.00/ 1/2 Page
  $100.00/ Whole Page

Magazine AD Checks made payable to: PSGMA
Send all other correspondence associated with the magazine via E-Mail, to Dave Theis: 
dtheis@juno.com

Become A Member of the PSGMA... details on back cover!

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com

Hello, Friends!
     We are pleased to return to a new year of Southern Gospel music and the 2020 Spring 
Issue of the Keystone Quarterly. I trust that you have had an enriching and safe winter. 
Depending on where you live, the weather sure has been less extreme than a year ago! I’m 
sure we’ll see more of that next year, but at least we are hopefully at the tail end of this 
cold season, with nicer weather on the way… 
     It’s always good to check the websites and Facebook pages of your favorite southern 
gospel groups and concerts. It’s that time of year again! 
     This Spring issue is dedicated to our new 2019 Keystone Award Winners and the Hall 
of Fame Inductees. Many of you were able to attend the 2019 PSGMA Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet and the PSGMA sure appreciates your continued support of this 
annual event. Congratulations to Fellowship Quartet, the 2019 PSGMA Keystone Award 
winners! Also, we welcomed Jerry Jacobs, Romaine Mellott and Howard Crawford, our 
new 2019 PSGMA Hall of Fame Inductees. The banquet attendees also enjoyed a superb 
concert by none other than Three Bridges.  Be sure to check out the enclosed AD for the 
upcoming 2020 Hall of Fame Induction Banquet for the location and ticket information! 
We will be enjoying the music of the Kingsmen this year.
     We want to thank you for your continued support of the PSGMA. If you are interested 
in becoming an annual or lifetime member, see details on the back cover of this issue. 
     We hope to see you soon!
Sincerely,
Dave Theis, Editor

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com
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     Hello, Everyone! WHAT A SUMMER! The past few months 
have been a flurry of activity� I hope many of you have gotten 
to attend at least one of the many southern gospel music events 
that have taken place near you. 
     Well, here we are in our Fall issue of The .eystone 
4uarterly. Time seems to be going by so quickly. It sure does 
make me think about what I may be overlooking in life and 
reminds me that I should be making the best of every moment.
     I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who are
members of the PSGMA; we appreciate your continued support. 
If you are reading this and you are not a member, take a look at 
the back cover and sign up today�
     Hoping to see you all at our annual PSGMA Hall of Fame
Banquet on October 26th� Please check out the ad in this issue.

Sincerely,

John Lythgoe

-ohn Lythgoe, PSGMA President

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com
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Many of gospel music's finest groups have performed at Pastor David’s 
concerts, including The Kingsmen Quartet, The Anchormen, Tribute Quartet, 
Three Bridges, Brian Free & Assurance, Squire Parsons, and New Journey, just 
to name a few. David will be remembered for his caring, compassionate love 
for people. He was often found working side by side with anyone needing help 
with physical labor, as well as always finding ways to encourage the family 
of God, giving hope to the hopeless and letting everyone know that God loves 
them, just as they are.

The evening was rounded out by our special guest Emcee Paul Heil, 
known as the voice of The Gospel Greats radio program. He introduced the 
2018 recipients of the 2018 Keystone Award, Brothers In Grace Quartet, who 
then favored us with a small sampling of their music. The program was then 
followed by a wonderful and classy concert by The Blackwood Brothers 
Quartet. The music was presented in traditional quartet form and the audience 
was thrilled and excited. Make your plans now to attend the 2019 PSGMA 
Hall of Fame Banquet taking place Saturday, October 26th, 2019. More details 
can be found in this issue.

David Benner, presented by John 
McPherson, accepted by

 Ray Eutsey
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is not about us that we do what we do, but for 
the /ord -esus, so that +e is glorified�  

In the upcoming Summer edition of the 
Keystone Quarterly, the initial “Historian’s 
Corner” article will focus on the history of 
SG music in general, but also its impact and 
outreach within PA.  Focus will be placed on 
what it is, the origin of SG music, some of 
the early performers both outside and inside 

of PA (such as The Couriers with Duane 
Nicholson), where SG music is today, and 
the various media (radio, TV, satellite radio, 
and magazines) outlets that air SG music and 
those who present it.  If you don’t know much 
about the history of SG music, stay tuned for 
the 2019 Summer edition of the Keystone 
Quarterly; you will know more about it after 
reading that article!

Historian’s Corner
continued on from 5

Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music Association
Hall of Fame Banquet

Musical Guests: Three Bridges

Saturday, October 26, 2019
The Open Door Church, 600 Miller St.

Chambersburg, PA 
Doors Open - 5:00 PM   

Dinner - 6 PM / Concert - 7 PM
Admission - $35.00 (Concert Only - $15)

Join Us For An Evening of Dining,
Entertainment, Fellowship and

The Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony!
For Ticket Information Call:

John Lythgoe (814) 619-5140 or Ken Rhodes (814) 310-1113

Shannon Smith – Lead
Elliott McCoy – Baritone
Jeremie Hudson – Tenor

The death of Daniel Joseph Harmon on October 1st, 2018, ended the life 
of a talented musician and skilled Network Administrator. His call to the 
"Sweet Blessed Land of Beulah" at age 63 cut short a life-long mission of 
bringing to Christian congregations his "message in the music," as the founder 
of the southern gospel groups Martha Wiseman, March Forth, and in 2007, 
Mercy's Vessel. Leading this quartet (later, a trio), he worked tirelessly for 
excellence because for him, singing was not just about the music, but about 
ministering to the Christian community.

Chapter	VII	Gospel	Quartet	

! 	

Spreading	God’s	Word	through	Music	
Contact	Informa,on:	

(717)	249-4938	
Email:	dfmcp7@comcast.net	

Visit	Us	At:		www.chapterviigospel.com	
and	on	Facebook:	

hKps://www.facebook.com/ChapterVIIGospelQuartet	

Now	Booking	for	2020!
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Brothers In Grace 
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann 
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller 
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the  
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting  
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style. 

Contact Information: 
(717)  291-1535 or  

Toll Free (800) 717-8924 
1057 Louise Ave. -  Lancaster, PA 17601 

Email: bigquartet@aol.com 
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com 
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Become a PSGMA Member TODAY!  See back cover for more information!

Dave Theis (717) 571-4995 or Duane Nicholson (717) 502-0086

Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music Association
Hall of Fame Banquet

Musical Guests: The Kingsmen Quartet

Saturday, October 24, 2020
The Open Door Church, 600 Miller St.

Chambersburg, PA
Doors Open - 5:00 PM

Dinner - 5:30 PM / Concert - 7 PM
Admission - $35.00 (Concert Only - $15)

Join Us For An Evening of Dining,
Entertainment, Fellowship and

The Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony!
For Ticket Information, call:

The Fellowship Quartet

PO Box 403
Ellerslie, MD 21529

By email:
thefellowshipquartet@gmail.com

By Phone:
Brad Lowery (301) 697-3095
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Music
by Duane Nicholson

Seven basic 
notes of the musical 
scale are augmented 
by sharps and Áats� 
and the addition 
of lyrics makes 
up an almost 
inexhaustible, 

powerful force in our lives! 

 Music has been used to send men 
into battle.  Music is used to enhance 
romance.  Music is used for comforting 
the bereaved and give hope to those 
who have feelings of despair and 
exclaim the joys that life can bring.  
These experiences can be summed up 
by three words, Comfort, Strength and 
Happiness.

 Music can also stir up hatred, 
rebellion and even demonic spirits. 

 If you tune into the music channels 
on your television, you will find an 
almost unending selection and types of 
music.  It is astounding!  Sandwiched 
in between all these forms of music 
is GOSPEL MUSIC. Even in Gospel 
Music, different styles have emerged 
since my early days of life.  The most 
popular religious music that I remember 
was SACRED MUSIC.  Example artists 
were: The Haven Of Rest Quartet, 
George Beverly Shea, and the Back To 

The Bible Quartet.  All of these were 
only heard on radio!  I was actually 
introduced to what is now classified 
as Southern Gospel Music, when The 
Original Blackwood Brothers were 
living in Shenandoah, Iowa, not far 
from where I was living as a youngster.  
You can be sure that I heard them quite 
a bit… 

Now the category of ‘SACRED’ 
basically no longer exists, but 
Bluegrass, Country, Southern Gospel, 
Contemporary, Black Gospel and, 
yes, Rap still exist!  Having all these 
categories that are styles, has cut the 
Gospel Music world into a smaller piece 
of the Gospel Pie.  I would venture 
that the largest piece now belongs to 
Contemporary. Sadly, this has caused 
dissension in religious circles. It was 
caused more by artists themselves, who 
had cruel remarks about each other's 
styles and that was so very unfortunate.  
It seems to have softened over the years, 
thank goodness. We all have the same 
message that supersedes and trumps any 
other message, no matter the style. 

So, I urge all artists to support each 
other and bring the Kingdom of Gospel 
Music together for the sole purpose of 
Comfort, Strength and Happiness and 
leading people to the saving knowledge 
of knowing Jesus. 

Northern Notes
SHELIA HEIL

The Pennsylvania Southern 
Gospel Music Association held 

their 2019 Hall of Fame Inductee 
Banquet on Oct. 26, 2019, in 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.

� e PSGMA’s 2019 Keystone 
Award was bestowed on 
� e Fellowship Quartet, a 
ministry based in south-central 
Pennsylvania. PSGMA Vice 
President Randy Simpson, in 
presenting the award, said the 
quartet showed great growth in all 
aspects of their ministry spreading 
the Gospel through song.

During the ceremonies (which 
included energetic and uplifting 
music provided by � ree Bridges), 
the PSGMA inducted three more 
individuals—two living and 
one deceased—into the 
Pennsylvania Southern Gospel 
Music Hall of Fame.

� e � rst inductee, Jerry Jacobs, 
was the member of � e Jacobs 
Brothers who worked behind the 
scenes. In 1973 Jerry started 
� e Jacobs Brothers’ television 

Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame Adds Three

program. Also in the mid-1970s, 
he promoted Gospel concerts at 
the York Fairgrounds and helped 
start the All-Night Gospel Sing 
at Valley View Park in Hallam, 
Pennsylvania. In 1977, � e Jacobs 
Brothers purchased an 87-acre 
farm in Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, 
where their all-night sings 
ministered to thousands of people 
for the last 43 years. Jerry was 
founder of several Christian TV 
stations and created the Keystone 
Inspirational Network, airing 24 
hours a day and covering the entire 
North American continent.

Romaine Mellott was the second 
inductee announced. She was born 
with a song in her heart and played 
piano and organ for her home 
church for more than 70 years, as 
well as taught piano for more than 
50 years. She enjoyed listening 
to Southern Gospel music and 
was instrumental in starting the 
Chapter VII Gospel Quartet, serving 
as piano accompanist until stepping 

down at age 80. Romaine has 
been blessed through her musical 
talents and she is passing those 
blessings to six of her children and 
grandchildren, who today are active 
in Gospel and Contemporary music 
groups that proclaim the good news 
of Jesus Christ.

� e third inductee is the late 
Howard Crawford. He was 
said to have one of the sweetest 
tenor voices ever heard, but more 
importantly, as friends testi� ed, 
he walked in the spirit and was an 
example of humility before God 
and man. He sang as a member 
of Spiritual Witness with Barry 
Eshelman and Joe Chioda, as well 
as Harmony Hill, a barbershop 
quartet, and for 13 years with 
� e Fellowship Quartet. 

Some of his signature songs were 
“He’s All I Need,” “Glory Road,” and 
“I Know A Man Who Can.” Howard 
loved Southern Gospel music and 
especially good harmony. His music 
will live in the hearts of those 
privileged to hear him sing. snJerry Jacobs with his family. 

Romaine Mellott

Howard Crawford
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Historian’s Corner
By LJ Petersen, PSGMA Historian

An Introduction

Last year in 2018, I became a life 
member of the Pennsylvania Southern 
Gospel Music Association (PSGMA) and 
also after prayerful consideration, decided 
to contribute to fostering the Gospel through 
music in Pennsylvania by becoming a board 
member of the PSGMA team.  There was a 
need to encourage membership within the 
P6*M$, but also a need was identified to fill 
a gap of several years in the function of the 
PSGMA team Historian.  I was elected by the 
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a native of PA, as the Navy had moved my 
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PSGMA Board.  Who would have thought?! 
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The Group

Ken Rhodes
(Founder)

Brad Lowery
(Lead)

Since the age of 5, Brad has been fulfilling God's purpose in his life to sing. Brad's
family first sang Southern Gospel music with another family and called themselves
The Seekers. At the age of 16, Brad's family started singing as The Lowery Family,
which sang for 30 years in western Maryland and surrounding areas. Brad joined the
Fellowship Quartet in 2016, where he continues to use his singing ability to bring
honor and glory to God.

Brad accepted Christ as his savior at a young age. He was raised in the church and
has always been active in church ministries. He has served as Sunday School
Teacher, Youth Leader, and board member. He is currently a member of the choir
and the Praise and Worship Team. Outside the church, Brad has also served his
community, coaching youth sports and as the treasurer for his town. He and his
wife, Paula, live in Ellerslie, MD, where they raised two sons, Steven and Lucas.
Brad is currently employed by Northrop Grumman as a Quality Engineer.

Nick Berkey
(Bass)

Nick resides in Hooversville, PA with his wife, Maggie (m. 2008), and three children,
Josie (9), Mack (6), and Travis (3). He was honorably discharged from the United
States Coast Guard in August 2011, and currently works at Eastern Elevator Service
and Sales in Windber, PA. He enjoys spending time with his family, playing golf, and
hunting.  Nick has always had a desire to serve the Lord, and has been able to do so
by teaching Sunday School, singing in the church choir, serving on boards and
commissions, and filling the pulpit from time to time. While he has loved Southern
Gospel music since his youth, this is his first opportunity to serve as a part of a music
ministry. He looks forward to fulfilling God's call for him as the bass singer with the
Fellowship Quartet.

"I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have
my being." - Psalm 104:33

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." - Romans 10:13

Mark is from Windber, PA, where he and his wife Annette have raised 4 children and
now have 7 grandchildren. He has been involved with music ministry for over 20
years and has sung with the Four For One Quartet, and the Good News Quartet. He
has served in his home church, Windber Church of the Brethren since he was a
teenager and continues to serve there as a Deacon and multiple other offices and
positions. He has been in the elevator industry since 1993 and currently is co-
owner/President of Right Elevator, LLC, which he operates with his sons.

Mark accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of his life at the age of 12 and has
strived to serve him faithfully ever since. Being involved in music ministry is a
blessing to him and he considers it a privilege to minister in this way while traveling
with the quartet.
"Choose for yourself this day whom you will serve" ….. "but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord".  Joshua 24:15

Mark Berkey
(Baritone)

John McPherson is the group's tenor singer.   He spends much of his time on the
road during the day, making deliveries to supermarkets and singing on the
weekends.   In the past, he has served as a music minister and has been a part of
other Southern Gospel singing groups.   Among his interests are soccer, bass
fishing, and gospel music!  His favorite scripture verses are Ephesians 2:8-9. John
and his wife, Joanne have been married since 1976 and reside in Orrstown, PA.  
They have a daughter, a son and five grandchildren.

John McPherson
(Tenor)
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moved to Bedford in 1999, when Ken and his wife Darla purchased 

. As a licensed and ordained
minister, Ken loves to preach and teach the word of God.

Ken and his wife Darla are now retired and have moved from Friendship Village to
the country life. They have three children and seventeen grandchildren.

Ken has retired from singing in the group and is currently battling ALS.  Please
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Since the age of 5, Brad has been fulfilling God's purpose in his life to sing. Brad's
family first sang Southern Gospel music with another family and called themselves
The Seekers. At the age of 16, Brad's family started singing as The Lowery Family,
which sang for 30 years in western Maryland and surrounding areas. Brad joined the
Fellowship Quartet in 2016, where he continues to use his singing ability to bring
honor and glory to God.

Brad accepted Christ as his savior at a young age. He was raised in the church and
has always been active in church ministries. He has served as Sunday School
Teacher, Youth Leader, and board member. He is currently a member of the choir
and the Praise and Worship Team. Outside the church, Brad has also served his
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Gospel music since his youth, this is his first opportunity to serve as a part of a music
ministry. He looks forward to fulfilling God's call for him as the bass singer with the
Fellowship Quartet.
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"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." - Romans 10:13
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has served in his home church, Windber Church of the Brethren since he was a
teenager and continues to serve there as a Deacon and multiple other offices and
positions. He has been in the elevator industry since 1993 and currently is co-
owner/President of Right Elevator, LLC, which he operates with his sons.

Mark accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of his life at the age of 12 and has
strived to serve him faithfully ever since. Being involved in music ministry is a
blessing to him and he considers it a privilege to minister in this way while traveling
with the quartet.
"Choose for yourself this day whom you will serve" ….. "but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord".  Joshua 24:15

Mark Berkey
(Baritone)

John McPherson is the group's tenor singer.   He spends much of his time on the
road during the day, making deliveries to supermarkets and singing on the
weekends.   In the past, he has served as a music minister and has been a part of
other Southern Gospel singing groups.   Among his interests are soccer, bass
fishing, and gospel music!  His favorite scripture verses are Ephesians 2:8-9. John
and his wife, Joanne have been married since 1976 and reside in Orrstown, PA.  
They have a daughter, a son and five grandchildren.
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ministry. He looks forward to fulfilling God's call for him as the bass singer with the
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teenager and continues to serve there as a Deacon and multiple other offices and
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owner/President of Right Elevator, LLC, which he operates with his sons.

Mark accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of his life at the age of 12 and has
strived to serve him faithfully ever since. Being involved in music ministry is a
blessing to him and he considers it a privilege to minister in this way while traveling
with the quartet.
"Choose for yourself this day whom you will serve" ….. "but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord".  Joshua 24:15

Mark Berkey
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John McPherson is the group's tenor singer.   He spends much of his time on the
road during the day, making deliveries to supermarkets and singing on the
weekends.   In the past, he has served as a music minister and has been a part of
other Southern Gospel singing groups.   Among his interests are soccer, bass
fishing, and gospel music!  His favorite scripture verses are Ephesians 2:8-9. John
and his wife, Joanne have been married since 1976 and reside in Orrstown, PA.  
They have a daughter, a son and five grandchildren.
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with the quartet.
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Mark Berkey
(Baritone)

John McPherson is the group's tenor singer.   He spends much of his time on the
road during the day, making deliveries to supermarkets and singing on the
weekends.   In the past, he has served as a music minister and has been a part of
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As the founder of the Fellowship Quartet, Ken has always been singing as a part of  
God’s call on his life. While in high school and college, he sang with Chestnut Ridge  
Quartet in Western PA. While in the Philadelphia area, he sang with the Prospectors  
Quartet for five years. Since 1988, he has sung with the Fellowship Vocal Band,  
which eventually became The Fellowship Quartet. 

The Fellowship Quartet was originally based in Westmoreland County, but was  
moved to Bedford in 1999, when Ken and his wife Darla purchased Friendship  
Village Campground and Retirement Community. As a licensed and ordained  
minister, Ken loves to preach and teach the word of God. 

Ken and his wife Darla are now retired and have moved from Friendship Village to 
the country life. They have three children and seventeen grandchildren. 

Ken has retired from singing in the group and is currently battling ALS.  Please 
check out the ALS website at http://www.alsa.org/. 
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is not about us that we do what we do, but for 
the /ord -esus, so that +e is glorified�  

In the upcoming Summer edition of the 
Keystone Quarterly, the initial “Historian’s 
Corner” article will focus on the history of 
SG music in general, but also its impact and 
outreach within PA.  Focus will be placed on 
what it is, the origin of SG music, some of 
the early performers both outside and inside 

of PA (such as The Couriers with Duane 
Nicholson), where SG music is today, and 
the various media (radio, TV, satellite radio, 
and magazines) outlets that air SG music and 
those who present it.  If you don’t know much 
about the history of SG music, stay tuned for 
the 2019 Summer edition of the Keystone 
Quarterly; you will know more about it after 
reading that article!

Historian’s Corner
continued on from 5

Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music Association
Hall of Fame Banquet

Musical Guests: Three Bridges

Saturday, October 26, 2019
The Open Door Church, 600 Miller St.

Chambersburg, PA 
Doors Open - 5:00 PM   

Dinner - 6 PM / Concert - 7 PM
Admission - $35.00 (Concert Only - $15)

Join Us For An Evening of Dining,
Entertainment, Fellowship and

The Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony!
For Ticket Information Call:

John Lythgoe (814) 619-5140 or Ken Rhodes (814) 310-1113

Shannon Smith – Lead
Elliott McCoy – Baritone
Jeremie Hudson – Tenor

The death of Daniel Joseph Harmon on October 1st, 2018, ended the life 
of a talented musician and skilled Network Administrator. His call to the 
"Sweet Blessed Land of Beulah" at age 63 cut short a life-long mission of 
bringing to Christian congregations his "message in the music," as the founder 
of the southern gospel groups Martha Wiseman, March Forth, and in 2007, 
Mercy's Vessel. Leading this quartet (later, a trio), he worked tirelessly for 
excellence because for him, singing was not just about the music, but about 
ministering to the Christian community.
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2019 Keystone Award winners (cont.)
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Picture this in your mind: An impromptu quartet of choir members 
singing at a church function has a profound, life-changing impact on 
a member of the audience. That individual’s response led those choir 
members to form the Brothers In Grace Quartet and a singing ministry 
that has spanned 25 years!

The last remaining charter member of Brothers In Grace is manager 
and baritone, Ted Wissler. Today, Dave Theis (lead), Mike Mann (tenor) 
and Dave Miller (bass) round out the quartet. With phenomenal four-part 
male harmony, inÁuenced by the pioneers of the 6outhern *ospel genre, 
this group positively supports local churches with programs filled with 
joy.

“Although our singing has taken us to a showcase on the main stage at the NQC,” says Ted, “our 
most special concert was to an audience of one, when the music director at our home church was in the 
final stages of cancer� 6he was a great supporter of the group’s ministry, and the presence of the /ord 
was surely felt by all in the room.”

At their concerts, the group is currently featuring their latest project, Singing The Mighty Power. 
Danny Funderburk, who produces projects, was also at the control board as this recording came to life.

From the group’s beginning when they touched a single soul, Brothers In Grace has continued to 
minister and win lives for Christ. Their motto, drawn from Ephesians 5:19, says they are “Singing and 
Making Melody in Our Hearts.” That singing and those melodies continue to impact lives today.

To learn more about Brothers In Grace, visit brothersingrace.com or call Ted Wissler at (717) 291-
1535.

2018 PSGMA Keystone Award Winners
By Shelia Heil

From left: Mike Mann, Ted Wissler, Dave Miller, Dave Theis

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com

 A few songs were sung by “NEW JOURNEY” throughout the service.

TODAY WE BOTH MOURN AND CELEBRATE THE LIFE AND HOMEGOING OF 
JOHN R. LYTHGOE.  IN OUR GRIEF, WE’LL CONSIDER THE MANY ROLES THAT 
HE PLAYED IN OUR LIVES… BUT IN OUR CELEBRATION, WE’LL RECOGNIZE 
THE HUGE FOOTPRINT THAT HE LEFT IN HIS SERVICE FOR JESUS CHRIST.  
IT’S THE CULMINATION OF THAT SERVICE, AND THE REWARD HE MUST 
CERTAINLY BE ENJOYING AT THIS MOMENT IN THE PRESENCE OF THE 
SAVIOR HE SANG ABOUT, THAT SHOULD BRING US THE MOST COMFORT.  

JOHN LYTHGOE SANG… ABOUT JESUS… ABOUT HEAVEN.  
JOHN LYTHGOE SANG A LOT… IN A LOT OF PLACES OVER THE YEARS. I CAN 
ONLY IMAGINE THOUGH, THAT THO’ HE LOVED TRAVELING AND SHARING 
WITH SO MANY, JOHN LOVED COMING HOME TO SWEET LAVERNE THE 
MOST.

YOU KNOW, IN ALL THE SONGS JOHN SANG, ISN’T IT COMFORTING TO KNOW THAT IN CHRIST, THE PROMISE HE 
SANG ABOUT HE’S EXPERIENCING RIGHT NOW…”HOME”.

I’VE HEARD IT SAID THAT “HOME” IS THE PLACE WHERE YOU’RE TREATED THE BEST AND COMPLAIN THE MOST”.  
NO COMPLAINING THERE, HOWEVER…

TODAY, JOHN LYTHGOE IS “HOME”.  

AND THO’ WE MAY ALL BELIEVE IN HEAVEN, WE, LIKE THE DISCIPLES MAY BE UNSURE HOW TO GET THERE.  
PERHAPS LIKE THOMAS, WE MAY BE CONFUSED ABOUT THE WAY.  JESUS…AND JOHN…WANT US TO GET IT 
STRAIGHT. JESUS SURE SHOOTS DOWN ANY ILLUSIONS OF GAINING HEAVEN BY JUST BEING A GOOD PERSON, 
GIVING TO THE CHURCH OR THE POOR, BEING BAPTIZED OR BELONGING TO THIS CHURCH, OR  ANY CHURCH 
DENOMINATION.

WHEN JESUS SAID, “EXCEPT THROUGH ME”, HE ENDED IT WITH A PERIOD.   NO TAG LINE…

WHEN THE THIEF ON THE CROSS NEXT TO HIM ACKNOWLEDGED HIM AS LORD, JESUS DIDN’T TELL HIM OF A DEED 
HE MUST PERFORM, A CHANGE HE NEEDS TO MAKE, OR A TIME FRAME IN ORDER TO TAKE UP RESIDENCE.  JESUS 
SAID “TODAY…ONLY THROUGH ME”.  

YOU MAY KNOW WHO JESUS IS, YOU MAY KNOW WHAT HE’S DONE…BUT RECOGNIZING THE GRACE THAT GOD 
THE FATHER EXTENDED TO US THROUGH HIS SON’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION, MAKING HIM SAVIOR AND 
LORD…THAT GETS YOU “HOME”. THAT IS WHAT JOHN LYTHGOE BELIEVED, AND SANG ABOUT, THAT IS WHY I 
HAVE HOPE IN SEEING HIM, MY PARENTS, AND ALL WHO RECOGNIZED THE WAY “HOME” THROUGH CHRIST AGAIN.

Obit: LYTHGOE - John R., 82, of Ebensburg, formerly of Mundy’s Corner, passed away October 10, 2019 at UMPC Altoona Hospital. 
He was born November 22, 1936 in Johnstown, PA.  John was retired from US Steel and from Agway, where he was well known as a 
petroleum sales rep.
     John was a long-time member of the gospel group, “The Masters”. He was the original President of the Pennsylvania Southern 
Gospel Music Association until his homegoing, founding member of the annual Duman Lake Gospel Sing, as well as many other Gospel 
Music offerings throughout the area. 
     He enjoyed hunting, fishing, and running dogs. He was a founding member of the Jackson Twp. Rod & Gun Club and a former 
Deputy Warden for the Pennsylvania Fish Commission. 

John was also a member of Pike Grace Brethren Church, Mundy’s Corner, PA. John was also an active volunteer, and enjoyed 
participation in many church, community, and school activities…and he was also a USAF Korean War veteran.  

EPILOGUE: THE WORLD, THAT CAN BE UGLY AT TIMES, WAS A BRIGHTER PLACE WITH JOHN LYTHGOE IN IT, AND 
ALL OF US WERE TOUCHED BY GOD’S LOVE, BY OUR ASSOCIATION WITH HIM.  NOW THE TASK ISN’T ONLY LIFE 
WITHOUT JOHN, BUT CARRYING ON THE LEGACY HE LEAVES HERE: THAT BOLDNESS IN SPREADING THE GOSPEL 
TO OTHERS, THAT JOY OF LIFE, THOSE DUMB JOKES…  THAT WILL BE HIS GIFT TO ALL WHO CARRY ON FROM NOW 
ON WITHOUT HIM.

In Memoriam
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JOHN R. LYTHGOE 

10/14/2019
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2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame Banquet
Each year, the PSGMA inducts three individuals 

into the Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music Hall of 
Fame. In October 2018, another three well-deserving 
artists joined the Pennsylvania Southern Gospel 
Music Hall of Fame Alumni.

7he first of 
those individuals 
is John Abraham. 
John says that since 
his birth, his Mom 
raised him (and 
all his siblings) in 
church. John states, 
“My Mom, Minnie 
Abraham (who was 
also inducted into 
the PSGMA Hall of 
Fame several years 
back), taught all her 
children to sing and 

play music, and to be 
a part of the worship experience from a very early 
age.” John says, “Dad taught us the value of hard 
worN�µ -ohn's first memory of gospel music is when 
his family went to hear a Couriers concert. He said 
it changed his life. In the late 1960's, John started a 
monthly hymn sing in his community, that eventually 
became the start of their own family group, The 
Watchmen. In 1974, The Watchmen signed with Don 
Baldwin’s Hymntone Records.

Later, The Watchmen added a taste of the 
contemporary sound to their music, when they 
noticed it was reaching and ministering to the younger 
generation. Yet, they never lost their Southern 
Gospel roots, as harmonies, and a strong message 
were always at the forefront. John traveled with The 
Watchmen from their beginning until their coming off 
the road in late 1987. John lists the most important 
part of their accomplishments was seeing The Lord 
touch and change many lives over the course of 20 
years of music ministry.

The second individual to be inducted this year is 
Bill Dykes.  Bill was born in Cincinnati, OH in 1946. 
The son of a Baptist preacher, Bill became his father’s 
music director at the age of 12, because there was no 
one else to serve that position, and so he learned to 
enjoy music at a very early age. At age 19, Bill started 

singing with The 
Chancellor Quartet 
from Hamilton, 
OH, and he would 
go on to sing for 
54 years with many 
great gospel groups. 
Just to name a few, 
Bill sang with The 
Rhythm Masters, 
Coy Cook & The 
Senators, Chariot, 
Jerry & The Singing 
Goffs, and the 
most notable, The 
Cathedral Quartet 
from Stow, OH. 
Throughout his 
career, Bill traveled 
and sang all over 
North America and in other countries, and sang in 
literally thousands of churches. Bill states, “Singing 
with The Cathedral Quartet, with their sound and 
professionalism, was probably one of the greatest 
experiences in my music profession, and something 
that I'll always be grateful for.” Bill then went on to 
take the position of Vice President and Director of 
Artists & Repertoire for QCA Records in Cincinnati, 
OH. Now living in Pennsylvania, Bill has been a 
businessman and professional for the past 25 years, 
and he stills enjoys singing in churches around the 
United States.

 The third and last individual being inducted this 
year is the late David Benner. Pastor David Benner 
and his wife Sharon, willingly shared God's good 
news through word and song. They enjoyed singing 
traditional and southern style gospel music for more 
than 30 years. Rev. David Benner was a true man 
of God, concerned with the souls of his fellow man, 
serving 21 years as Senior Pastor of Blainesburg 
Bible Church, located between Brownsville and 
California, PA.

David had a passion for seeing the Word being 
offered in the form of gospel music. He promoted 
hundreds of gospel concerts, even inspiring his 
church to build a pavilion that would accommodate 
250 people for outdoor gospel concerts and festivals. 

John Abraham

Bill Dykes,
presented by Duane Nicholson
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Jacobs Brothers Evangelistic Association presents:
2019 Gospel  Music  Spectacular

47th Annual Camp Meeting — July 25 ~ July 28
at the King's Campground, 145 Glenwood Rd., Dillsburg, PA

Thursday, July 25
Love offering taken for The Hagans

Potluck Dinner 5:30 PM
JB's Question & Answer - 6:15 PM
Concert with The Hagans - 7:00 PM

Bon Fire - 9:00 PM

Friday, July 26 - 6:00 PM
Love offering taken for the
Jacobs Brothers Ministries

~  Jacobs Family Night  ~ Second Generation ~
~ Only By Grace ~ Pure In Spirit ~

  ~ and more Jacobs Brothers combinations ~
... including the original 4 Brothers ...
... 70's Jacobs Brothers ... and more ~

Saturday, July 27 - 5:00 PM
~ Dixie Echoes ~ The Lesters ~

~ Promised Land ~ Fellowship Quartet ~
~ Randy Simpson ~ Jacobs Brothers ~~
Tickets Required - call 717-432-3921

All tickets $30 per person tonight - open seating

Sunday, July 28
10:00 AM

Chapel Service provided by:
Commandment 11 Ministries

A wonderful blend of God-honoring
music and speaking

Love offering to be taken for Commandment 11

1:00 PM
An afternoon with:

~ Dixie Melody Boys ~ Three Bridges ~
~ The Needhams ~ Jacobs Brothers ~
Tickets Required – call 717-432-3921

All tickets $25 per person this afternoon
 Open seating

Our two day package (Saturday & Sunday)
$50 per person

2019  Tours
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New 
Brunswick & Maine Tour ~ June 15 - 23, 2019
9 beautiful days ... just $1,214 pp

Noah's Ark & Creation Museum  ~ August 
12-16, 2019
5 days - also includes a "BB Riverboats" 
sightseeing cruise and the Newport Aquarium ... 
just $599 pp

Mackinac Island Tour ~ September 15-21, 2019
7 days - motorcoach tour to Northern Michigan ... 
just $682 pp

Memphis, TN Tour ~ October 13 - 19, 2019
7 days - motorcoach tour including a visit to 
Graceland ... just $664 pp

Branson Christmas Tour ~ Nov. 10 - 16, 2019
7 days - enjoy 7 Christmas shows, lights and 
more ... just $762 pp

34th Holy Land Tour ~ December 02 - 11, 2019
Walk where Jesus walked ~ don't miss out!
For free brochures on our tours, please contact us at:
717-432-0505, or write to: Jacobs Brothers Tours, P. O. Box 68, 
Dillsburg, PA  17019

We Love You Wall
By Duane Nicholson

Traveling the nation and around 
the world has allowed me to see 
some awesome sights. I still 
love to travel and observe our 
beautiful world. Every nation I 
have visited, and every corner 
of our beloved United States 
has areas of beauty: mountains, 
oceans, lakes, deserts, valleys, 

rivers, plains and even some skylines of major cities.  
This article will be about an unusual happening that 
involves the beautiful Susquehanna River that winds 
its way rather slowly from the northern reaches of 
Pennsylvania, New York State and Maryland and its 
tributaries from thousands of square miles to it final 
destination in the Chesapeake Bay and on to the Atlantic 
Ocean.

It is not a deep river, but on occasion it can be a 
raging monster. There are records of major flooding 
from the 1800’s to the present. It seems that the major 
floods were 15 years apart. The worst was the year I 
discovered America far from Pennsylvania, where I 
grew up, in Iowa.  It was so devastating, that one town 
named Sunbury, along the river, decided to put up a wall 
that was higher than the previous high mark of flooding 
by quite a bit. A major road with homes were along this 
wall and it did cut off the view of the river.           

The year was 1936.

The years went by and from time to time the 
river rose, but never got close to the water level of 
1936.  Several years after the devastating flood of 1936, 
people began to complain about the wall obstructing 
their view. Many wanted the wall to come down.  
Memories of the destruction faded and younger people 
who had not experienced the ‘36 flood were clamoring 
for the wall to come down.

Then came 1972, when tropical storm Agnes came 
storming up and down the river, dumping incredible 
amounts of rain. Flood stages rose to over 6 feet higher 
than in 1936 in some areas. Over 1,600 homes were 
flooded and 72 people died. One of the only bright 
spots along the devastating path of raging water was 
the town of Sunbury. The water came within 1 inch of 

the top of the wall and held. Hundreds of homes, and 
probably lives, were saved.

When the water receded, someone brushed the wall 
in huge red letters with the words of this article’s title, 
‘WE LOVE YOU WALL, 6/24/72’.  I took a picture of 
this lettering, and it is shown below.

There is a sermon in this story.  When we become a 
Christian, a wall of protection is built to protect us from 
the onslaughts of the devil that surely will come into 
our lives.  Even in the early stages and through many 
years, our nation has been protected by God’s hand, 
because our nation trusted in an almighty God, or at least 
proclaimed our trust in God in so many ways.  Now, it 
seems that the wall of protection is being attacked on 
every hand.  We even see prominent religious leaders 
tearing down the wall of protection and forgetting God.  

It seems our wall of protection is in disrepair.

I urge all of us to repair that wall of protection, 
because in the coming years, the storms will come 
and we must be ready to withstand the raging storms 
that would love to destroy our Trust in the Lord our 
God. Isaiah 60:18: “Violence shall no more be heard 
in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; 
but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates 
Praise”.

Looking Back to the Beginning
by Duane Nicholson

 Welcome to year 2020 PSGMA, members and friends!  The PSGMA has 
survived since our first board meeting that yours truly, as secretary, produced the 
first minutes on January 23, 2001 at the Lighthouse Restaurant in Chambersburg, 
PA. The first board members were John Lythgoe, Leroy Kipe, Ken Rhodes, Luke 
Hess and Duane Nicholson.  Since that time, the board was increased to nine 
members.  

 The association was formed to promote and encouraged the many gospel 
music groups that labor in our state from week to week. Our now deceased 

PSGMA President, John Lythgoe, who himself headed up a singing group, had this desire to help 
provide a resource and encouragement and perhaps persuade more musicians to join with the PSGMA 
in keeping Southern Gospel music alive and well in Pennsylvania.  

 The nineteen years of our existence has been received by some with enthusiasm, while others 
have seen no value whatsoever in our endeavors.  We appreciate those who have come alongside of 
our endeavors lately, like the Open Door Church in Chambersburg, PA, who have opened their doors 
for our monthly board meetings and our annual Gospel Music promotion banquet and Hall Of Fame 
inductions. Rev Bill Dykes, who is on staff there, is a former Gospel Music singer, and supported a 
great Gospel Music event featuring singers from Ohio and surrounding areas from his former church in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 I am aware that most who receive this quarterly magazine are either members of our 
organization as fans or members of Pennsylvania Gospel Groups.  Having said that, I encourage ALL 
who read this article to help our endeavors by encouraging participation from their own members or 
friends.  

 I have tried to keep a positive theme to this article, but I close with one concern that I have. I 
have heard that there has been criticism among some that the board members who have groups of their 
own are just promoting themselves because most articles are about their groups. The simple fact is 
that you see groups mentioned because they participate.  Be assured that any group who participates 
or sends an article about their group will be featured. We have not used the PSGMA as competition in 
promotions, except our annual Hall of Fame event. We invite promoters to advertise their events in this 
magazine.  WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU IN YOUR ENDEAVORS.   

 May you all have a prosperous year of sharing the greatest message in all - the world through 
Gospel Music.  We hope you will help us promote you by membership; info about requesting 
membership is on every edition’s back page. 

Duane Nicholson    
Secretary, PSGMA
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Many of gospel music's finest groups have performed at Pastor David’s 
concerts, including The Kingsmen Quartet, The Anchormen, Tribute Quartet, 
Three Bridges, Brian Free & Assurance, Squire Parsons, and New Journey, just 
to name a few. David will be remembered for his caring, compassionate love 
for people. He was often found working side by side with anyone needing help 
with physical labor, as well as always finding ways to encourage the family 
of God, giving hope to the hopeless and letting everyone know that God loves 
them, just as they are.

The evening was rounded out by our special guest Emcee Paul Heil, 
known as the voice of The Gospel Greats radio program. He introduced the 
2018 recipients of the 2018 Keystone Award, Brothers In Grace Quartet, who 
then favored us with a small sampling of their music. The program was then 
followed by a wonderful and classy concert by The Blackwood Brothers 
Quartet. The music was presented in traditional quartet form and the audience 
was thrilled and excited. Make your plans now to attend the 2019 PSGMA 
Hall of Fame Banquet taking place Saturday, October 26th, 2019. More details 
can be found in this issue.

David Benner, presented by John 
McPherson, accepted by

 Ray Eutsey

Brothers In Grace 
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann 
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller 
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the  
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting  
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style. 

Contact Information: 
(717)  291-1535 or  

Toll Free (800) 717-8924 
1057 Louise Ave. -  Lancaster, PA 17601 

Email: bigquartet@aol.com 
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com 

 Putting Forth The Word of God in Music 
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On The Narrow Road
with Uncle Brian Rosenbaum

�%ear ye one another's burdens and thus fulfill the /$: of 
CHRIST", is found in Galatians 6:2. In bearing OTHER’s 
burdens, we can get through OUR burdens more easily! 
What a WONDERFUL SAVIOR we have! HE put all of this 
in HIS PERFECT PLAN!

My aim with THIS issue is to encourage you to join me 
in striving to be THAT Child of GOD! I need your help as 
much as you need mine! 

Therein is a part of the purpose of the PSGMA. Just 
like what CHURCH should be. So, if you are reading this 
and you don't go to church, contact me at (717) 706-1343. I 
would be glad to help you find one� ,f you sing, find another 
singer to encourage. Participate in the PSGMA activities, or 
contact the P6*M$ to find out what you can do to help�

May the LORD bless you and keep you as you press on 
towards the mark of GOD'S HIGH CALLING! 

Become a PSGMA Member TODAY!  See back cover for more information!

     When I was a lot younger (and, 
oh, so immature), I would see the 
gospel groups up on stage and 
the more well-known they were, 
the more I was sure that they 
absolutely had their act together. I 
didn’t doubt their faith, that they 
were strong in the Lord, never to 
waiver and never having a problem 
in the world.
     How naive I was. The reality is, 
the more we struggle in life, i.e., 

financial hardships, physical hardships, spiritual hardships, 
etc., the more we see the power of God and the more our faith 
can grow. Scripture tells us where we are weak is actually 
where He is strong.
     Brothers and sisters, whether you’re someone going to a 
concert to enjoy it, or going to a concert to sing it, we all face 
struggles, trials temptations and fears… to say nothing of 
doubt! 
     Please be encouraged, beloved, because it’s through these 
struggles that God is able to demonstrate His glory the best. 
So, whatever trial you’re facing today, whatever heartache 
you’re having to deal with, whatever doubt, whatever fear: I 
know that this has come so that God might be shown strong 
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Become a PSGMA Member TODAY!  See back cover for more information!

Dave          Larry          Ken          Randy

HERITAGE QUARTET
Phone: (724) 422-3996 or (724) 541-2865

E-mail:  christianheritage4@gmail.com

Refreshing, classic gospel music

We enjoy sharing a full concert of music, which usually lasts  

about an hour or more (can vary to meet your needs).  We often  

sing for Sunday morning services, in addition to evening concerts.  

Our church concerts are especially worshipful and spiritually  

challenging.  We look forward to sharing with you and yours.

in your life. What’s that you say? You’d like a Bible verse 
to back that up? How about my favorite Bible verse, II 
Chronicles 16:9a, “for the eyes of the Lord roam to and fro 
throughout the whole Earth, looking for those whose heart is 
perfect towards Him on whose behalf He can show Himself 
strong.”
     It is through these hardships God gives us the courage and 
fortitude to sing and speak of him with a depth and with a 
certainty that hasn’t come to us lightly. Knowing that we have 
been bought with a price, sure of our destination and destiny 
more than ever before; we are able to press on towards the 
mark of the High Calling.
     Keep pressing on, beloved and know that the future rests in 
the nail-scarred hands of the one that loves you and is as sure 
as the scars in those hands!
     Step up to talk to the people around you at work about this 
wonderful life in Jesus Christ; take your talents and sign up 
for special music at church; or, if you’re already traveling and 
singing, singing it all the more with gusto, raising High the 
name of our great God and King.
     Let your peace and your joy and your love flow richly to 
whoever your neighbor might be for His honor, for His glory, 
to His praise!
     So, with this in mind, keep pressing on towards the mark 
of God’s High Calling!

 



Visit our web page to hear clips of music from our newest CD entitled 
“Saved by Grace”  

P.O. Box 811, Ebensburg, PA  15931 
Web: www.keystonestatequartet.net 
Phone: 814-421-0808 
Email: keystonestatequartet@yahoo.com 
Facebook: Keystone State Quartet 

 

Now booking for 2021.  We’d love to worship with you! 

 

Dave Powers                                                 
PSGMA 2015 Keystone Award Winner 

 
Southern/Country Gospel Soloist 

 

Contact me at: (717)-328-3425 
PO Box 204, Lemasters PA 17231 

Email: cdpowers@embarqmail.com 
 

Visit my website at: 
www.davepowerssgs.weebly.com 

 

“Touching Hearts for Christ Thru Song” 
 

Booking for: Worship Services, Revivals, 
Concerts, Outdoor Festivals, 

& Special Gatherings 
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Jacobs Brothers Evangelistic Association presents:
2019 Gospel  Music  Spectacular

47th Annual Camp Meeting — July 25 ~ July 28
at the King's Campground, 145 Glenwood Rd., Dillsburg, PA

Thursday, July 25
Love offering taken for The Hagans

Potluck Dinner 5:30 PM
JB's Question & Answer - 6:15 PM
Concert with The Hagans - 7:00 PM

Bon Fire - 9:00 PM

Friday, July 26 - 6:00 PM
Love offering taken for the
Jacobs Brothers Ministries

~  Jacobs Family Night  ~ Second Generation ~
~ Only By Grace ~ Pure In Spirit ~

  ~ and more Jacobs Brothers combinations ~
... including the original 4 Brothers ...
... 70's Jacobs Brothers ... and more ~

Saturday, July 27 - 5:00 PM
~ Dixie Echoes ~ The Lesters ~

~ Promised Land ~ Fellowship Quartet ~
~ Randy Simpson ~ Jacobs Brothers ~~
Tickets Required - call 717-432-3921

All tickets $30 per person tonight - open seating

Sunday, July 28
10:00 AM

Chapel Service provided by:
Commandment 11 Ministries

A wonderful blend of God-honoring
music and speaking

Love offering to be taken for Commandment 11

1:00 PM
An afternoon with:

~ Dixie Melody Boys ~ Three Bridges ~
~ The Needhams ~ Jacobs Brothers ~
Tickets Required – call 717-432-3921

All tickets $25 per person this afternoon
 Open seating

Our two day package (Saturday & Sunday)
$50 per person

2019  Tours
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New 
Brunswick & Maine Tour ~ June 15 - 23, 2019
9 beautiful days ... just $1,214 pp

Noah's Ark & Creation Museum  ~ August 
12-16, 2019
5 days - also includes a "BB Riverboats" 
sightseeing cruise and the Newport Aquarium ... 
just $599 pp

Mackinac Island Tour ~ September 15-21, 2019
7 days - motorcoach tour to Northern Michigan ... 
just $682 pp

Memphis, TN Tour ~ October 13 - 19, 2019
7 days - motorcoach tour including a visit to 
Graceland ... just $664 pp

Branson Christmas Tour ~ Nov. 10 - 16, 2019
7 days - enjoy 7 Christmas shows, lights and 
more ... just $762 pp

34th Holy Land Tour ~ December 02 - 11, 2019
Walk where Jesus walked ~ don't miss out!
For free brochures on our tours, please contact us at:
717-432-0505, or write to: Jacobs Brothers Tours, P. O. Box 68, 
Dillsburg, PA  17019

Historian’s Corner
By LJ Petersen, PSGMA Historian

     Happy New Year, 
and I pray that all who 
read the Keystone 
Quarterly had a 
wonderfully Blessed 
Christmas and enjoying 
the New Year 2020!
This year my singing 

group, Chapter VII Gospel Quartet, in some regards, is 
going back to basics.  What I mean by that is that we are 
looking at revisiting traditional hymns, learning them, 
incorporating them in our concert play lists and possibly 
record an ‘all hymns’ CD.  
Church Hymnal (aka Red Back Hymnal)
     In researching hymns for this year’s concert schedule 
and possible CD, I pulled out my “Church Hymnal” or 
“Red Back Hymnal” as it is also known, that I purchased 
from the Kingdom Heirs product table at a February 
2015 Kingdom Heirs and Jim Brady Trio concert at the 
Lancaster Mennonite High School in Lancaster, PA.  
This hymnal is the hymn book in many of our churches 
here in the United States.  The Red Back Hymnal, 

Figure 1: Church Hymnal, Tennessee Music and 
Printing Company, a Division of Pathway Press, 

Cleveland, Tennessee 
has its own history. “Whether it is the wonderful 
memories that are attached to the precious hymns 
contained inside or it is the shaped notes that comprise 
each song, this timeless classic continues to be sung 
across our nation year after year.” The Church Hymnal 
(which is commonly called the “red-back” hymnal 
because of its red cloth hard cover) is often featured in 
gospel music conventions and local church ‘red back 
hymnal singings’ on a regular basis”.  Pathway Press 
is the exclusive publisher of the red back hymnal.  The 
hymnal contains 410 pages of 400 shaped note hymns.  
Millions of these red back hymnals have been sold to 
lovers of gospel music throughout the world.  With 

the growth of the Church of God and the success of 
Tennessee Music Printing Company during the 1940s, 
some ministers and laity requested the publication 
of a hymnal for the denomination.  After some time 
and discussion, a hymnal committee was formed and 
included Otis McCoy as editor, and V.B. (Vep) Ellis 
and Zeno C. Tharp as assistant compilers.  Ellis was a 
prominent minister, musician and songwriter within the 
Church of God, and Tharp was a well-known minister 
and elected official within the Church of God.  The 
Church Hymnal was finally made available to the public 
in November, 1951.  The initial printing consisted of 
25,000 copies and the initial cost per copy was $1.50.  
The Hymnal was printed in shape notes only and bound 
with a maroon or green board cover.  The maroon cover 
was the most popular choice and was the inspiration for 
the name “Red Back.” As a result of the committee’s 
choice of songs as well as the need for this type of 
hymnal, the Church Hymnal was well received from 
its initial publication.  Within the first three months of 
publication, over 14,000 copies were sold.  A second 
printing of 27,500 was made available in May, 1952.  
Since its initial publication, over 6 million copies have 
been sold.  Most likely, the Church Hymnal is one of the 
best single repositories of gospel hymns.  It is printed in 
the seven shape-note format, and today remains one of 
the few hymnal using this unique style of notation.
On November 5th, 2015, the Museum Center at 5ive 
Points unveiled a new permanent exhibition called 
“The Red Back:” America’s Best-Loved Hymnal.  The 
exhibit explores the local history of the Red Back from 
its development and first printing in Cleveland, TN, 
to widespread adoption and continuing influence on 
Christian music.  Visitors to the exhibition will learn 
about key people in the history of the Red Back, the 
unique shape note system it uses, and the industrial 
mechanics of its publication and production.

Figure 2: Interactive Touchscreen. Courtesy of 
Redbackhymnal.com
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                                                                     King’s Campground & 
   Crossing Jordan Promotions Presents

                        Memorial Day 2019

    May 25th & 26th  

                                       King’s Campground
                                                      (145 Glenwood Road – Dillsburg, PA)
   

     Saturday @ 5:00 PM                                                  

       Randy Simpson 

    Choraliers & Pearl
 

    Sunday @ 11:00 AM
     Morning Church Service

        w/Joe Tomlinson 

    Sunday after church
         Pot Luck Lunch !!
  Camp will provide Hot Dogs,

      drink and paper supplies,

      you bring a dish to share.

       Sunday @ 5:00 PM

        Randy Simpson

         The Hagans 
           

      Concession stand opens

One hour prior to concert each day

      Love Offerings will be 

      taken at each concert

  For camping info, please call  717-432-3921 or  717-460-5119   or   email:  kkcamp@comcast.net

             For all other info, please call  717-385-8901 or  email:  randy@randysimpson.org

EVERYONE WELCOME !!!       BRING A LAWN CHAIR  !!!!!     BRING A FRIEND  !!!!!     

COME ENJOY A WEEKEND OF GREAT GOSPEL MUSIC !!!!!!

Crossing Jordan Promotions     www.randysimpson.org     Plane Jane Records

     The exhibit is packed with content for those of all 
ages who want to learn.  An interactive touchscreen, 
shown above, offers commentary by local gospel 
musicians on the history of the Red Back.  Visitors can 
hear from singing school veteran Charles Towler, former 
Homeland Harmony Quartet member Jack Clark and 
several others.  An integrated listening station allows 
those unfamiliar with the Red Back’s music to listen to 
some of its most famous songs.  A hands-on shape note 
activity introduces visitors to the basics of shape note 
music, and a fully functioning linotype machine and 
proofing press help visitors to learn how much time and 
effort went in to publishing a Red Back Hymnal back in 
1951. The Museum’s address is 200 Inman Street East, 
Cleveland, TN, 37311.  The Museum is open Tuesday-
Saturday, and closed Sundays, Mondays and most major 
holidays.  Contact museumcenter.org.  One last comment 
on the Red Back Hymnal and Pathway Press is that 
they offer many products for purchase, to include the 
Red Back Hymnal, Large Print spiral bound texts for 
musicians, along with a CD with 19 selected songs from 
the Red Back Hymnal
Shape-Notes:
     As a former wood-wind player (first clarinet, and later 
saxophone), I had never been taught, let alone heard 
of, shape-notes.  This is understandable, as the shape-
note only applies to vocally presented notes and not 
instrumentally presented notes.  
     Shape notes are a musical notation designed to 
facilitate congregational and community singing. The 
notation, introduced in late 18th century England, 
became a popular teaching device in American singing 
schools. Shapes were added to the noteheads in 
written music to help singers find pitches within major 
and minor scales, without the use of more complex 
information found in key signatures on the staff. 
     Shape notes of various kinds have been used for 
over two centuries in a variety of music traditions, 
mostly sacred music, but also secular, originating in 
New England; it was practiced primarily in the Southern 
United States for many years, and now is experiencing 
a renaissance in other locations as well. Shape notes 
have also been called ‘character notes’ and ‘patent notes’ 
respectively, and ‘buckwheat notes’ and ‘dunce notes’. 
However, the syllables of shape-note systems greatly 
antedate the shapes. The practice of singing music to 
syllables designating pitch goes back to about AD 1000 
with the work of Guido of Arezzo. Other early work in 
this area includes the cipher notation of Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau (18th century), and the tonic sol-fa of John 
Curwen (19th century).
     The idea behind shape notes is that the parts of a 

vocal work can be learned more quickly and easily if 
the music is printed in shapes that match up with the 
solfège syllables with which the notes of the musical 
scale are sung.  A skilled singer, experienced in a shape 
note tradition, has developed a fluent triple mental 
association, which links a note of the scale, a shape, and 
a syllable. This association can be used to help in reading 
the music. When a song is first sung by a shape note 
group, they normally sing the syllables (reading them 
from the shapes) to solidify their command over the 
notes. Next, they sing the same notes to the words of the 
music.
     The syllables and notes of a shape note system are 
relative, rather than absolute; they depend on the key of 
the piece. The first note of a major key always has the 
triangular Fa note, followed (ascending) by Sol, La, etc. 
The first note of a minor key is always La, followed by 
Mi, Fa, etc.
     The first three notes of any major scale – fa, sol, la – 
are each a tone apart. The fourth to sixth notes are also a 
tone apart and are also fa, sol, la. The seventh and eighth 
notes, being separated by a semitone, are indicated mi-
fa. This means that just four shape notes can adequately 
reflect the “feeling” of the whole scale.

Four-shape vs. Seven-shape systems

Figure 3:  Four Shape Note System
     The system illustrated above is a four-shape system; 
six of the notes of the scale are grouped in pairs assigned 
to one syllable/shape combination. The ascending scale 
using the fa, so, la, fa, so, la, mi, fa syllables represent 
a variation of the hexachord system introduced by the 
11th century monk Guido of Arezzo, who originally 
introduced a six-note scale using the syllables ut, re, mi, 
fa, sol, la.
     The four-syllable variation of Guido’s original system 
was prominent in 17th century England, and entered 
the US in the 18th century. Shortly afterward, shapes 
were invented to represent the syllables. The four-
shape tradition that currently has the greatest number of 
participants is Sacred Harp singing. But there are many 
other traditions that are still active or even enjoying a 
resurgence of interest. Among the four-shape systems, 
the Southern Harmony has remained in continuous 
use at one singing in Benton, Kentucky, and is now 
experiencing a small amount of regrowth. The current 
reawakening of interest in shape note singing has also 
created new singings using other recently moribund 
19th-century four-shape songbooks, such as The 

Historian’s Corner (cont’d)
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Missouri Harmony, as well as new books by modern 
composers, such as the Northern Harmony.  
     The other important systems are seven-shape systems, 
which give a different shape and syllable to every note 
of the scale. Such systems use as their syllables the note 
names “do, re, mi, fa, so, la, ti, do” (familiar to most 
people, due to the song “Do Re Mi” from The Sound of 
Music). A few books (e.g., “The Good Old Songs” by C. 
H. Cayce) present the older seven-note syllabification of 
“do, re, mi, fa, so, la, ti, do”. In the seven-shape system, 
invented by Jesse B. Aikin, the notes of a C major scale 
would be notated and sung as follows:

Figure 4: Seven Shape Note System
     Although seven-shape books may not be as popular 
as in the past, there are still a great number of churches 
in the American South, in particular Southern Baptists, 
Primitive Baptists, almost all of the non-instrumental 
Churches of Christ, some Free Methodists, United 
Pentecostals, and United Baptists in the Appalachian 
regions of West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky, that 
regularly use seven-shape songbooks in Sunday worship. 
These songbooks may contain a variety of songs from 
18th-century classics to 20th-century gospel music. 
Thus, today denominational songbooks printed in seven 
shapes probably constitute the largest branch of the 
shape-note tradition.
     In addition, nondenominational community singings 
are also intermittently held, which feature early-to 
mid-20th century seven-shape gospel music, such as 
Stamps-Baxter hymnals or Heavenly Highway. In these 
traditions, the custom of “singing the notes” (syllables) 
is generally preserved only during the learning process 
at singing schools and singing may be to an instrumental 
accompaniment, typically a piano. The seven-shape 
system is also still used at regular public singings of 
19th-century songbooks of a similar type to the Sacred 
Harp, such as The Christian Harmony and the New Harp 
of Columbia. Such singings are common in Georgia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama, 
and generally preserve the singing school custom of 
“singing the notes”.
     The seven-shape (Aikin) system is commonly used 
by the Mennonites and Brethren. Numerous songbooks 
are printed in shaped notes for this market. They include 
Christian Hymnal, the Christian Hymnary, Hymns of the 
Church, Zion’s Praises, Pilgrim’s Praises, the Church 
Hymnal, Silver Gems in Song and Harmonia Sacra. 
Some African-American churches also use the seven-

shape note system.
     Of a hybrid nature, in terms of reviving Ananias 
Davisson’s Kentucky Harmony, but taking the further
step of incorporating songs from 70 other early 
tunebooks,along with new compositions, is the 
Shenandoah Harmony (2013). Thomas B. Malone has 
specialized in the revival of works by Jeremiah Ingalls, 
and has published a four-shape edition of Ingalls’s 1805 
edition of The Christian Harmony. Malone organizes an 
annual mid-July singing in Newbury, Vermont, where 
Ingalls was a tavern-keeper and musician between 1789 
and 1810.
     Of a final note, yes, pun intended, God’s Word, or 
The Holy Bible, has much to be said about singing.  In 
Psalm 100: 1 and 2, we find: “1 Make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord, all ye lands. 2 Serve the Lord with gladness; 
come before his presence with singing.”  We are to sing 
joyfully unto the Lord, but also skillfully. There are 
many more verses that address the importance of skill. 
But when you start to really study scripture relating to 
music ministry, in particular, musicians and singers, 
one of the first things you notice is that almost every 
time scripture speaks specifically about a singer or 
musician, it goes out of the way to point out that singer 
or musician’s high level of skill. Often when a musician 
is summoned, it is made very clear in the request that the 
musician be highly skilled:
     I Samuel 16:17 “And Saul said unto his servants, 
Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring him 
to me.”
     Psalms 33:3 “Sing unto Him a new song; play 
skillfully with a loud noise.”
     I Chronicles 15:22 “And Chenaniah, chief of the 
Levites, was for song: he instructed about the song, 
because he was skillful.”
     I Chronicles 25:7 “So the number of them, with their 
brethren that were instructed in the songs of the LORD, 
even all that were cunning, was two hundred fourscore 
and eight.”

     Keep looking up, and keep singing for the Lord!

References:  
• The Holy Bible, King James Version (KJV)
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shape_note
• www.redbackhymnal.com
• http://themusicministrycoach.com/talentskill-vs-   

            anointing-does-god-really-care-if-it-sounds-     
            good-or-not/

Historian’s Corner (cont’d)
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        Dave         Larry         Ken         Randy

HERITAGE
Phone: (724) 422-3996 or (724) 541-2865
E-mail:  christianheritage4@gmail.com

Refreshing, classic gospel music

We enjoy sharing a full concert of music, 
which usually lasts about an hour or more 

(can vary to meet your needs). 
We often sing for Sunday morning services, 

in addition to evening concerts. 
Our church concerts are especially 

worshipful and spiritually challenging.

We look forward to sharing with you
and yours.

Look for us as
“Heritage Harmony” 
     on Facebook
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FOR INFORMATION AND MAIL ORDER TICKETS:  Mail check or money order with a self-addressed stamped self-addressed stamped 
envelopeenvelope payable to:  payable to: Randy Simpson Ministries, 104 Pearl Drive, Carlisle, PA 17013 or call 717-385-8901.

2�th Annual Gospel Music Festival
Proceeds to Benefit God’s Work at Bethesda MissionProceeds to Benefit God’s Work at Bethesda MissionProceeds to Benefit God’s Work at

Saturday November ��th, 20�� • 6:00 p.m. 
Otterbein United Methodist Church • 647 Forge Road • Carlisle, PA

      Featuring: The Millers • Randy Simpson • Dixie Melody Boys

ADVANCED TICKET PRICES:  Gold Artists Circle – $25  •  Regular Reserved – $20
Regular Reserved Groups of 10 or More – $18  •  12 & Under – $6  •  Day of Concert – $23

DIRECTIONS: From HarrisburgFrom Harrisburg –From Harrisburg –From Harrisburg  follow I-81 South to exit 49 (High St.), end of ramp, turn left onto W. Trindle Rd. – follow I-81 South to exit 49 (High St.), end of ramp, turn left onto W. Trindle Rd.  –
Proceed 1/4 mile and turn right onto Army Heritage Rd.  Proceed 1/10 mile and turn left onto Fairview St. Proceed 3/4
mile to traffic light.  Proceed straight 1/4 mile and turn left onto Forge Rd.  Proceed 1 mile and church is on your left.
From ChambersburgFrom Chambersburg –From Chambersburg –From Chambersburg  follow I-81 North to exit 48 (York Rd.), end of ramp turn right onto Rt. 74 (York Road). Pro – follow I-81 North to exit 48 (York Rd.), end of ramp turn right onto Rt. 74 (York Road). Pro – -
ceed 1/2 mile and turn right onto Westminster Drive.  Proceed 1/10 mile and turn left onto Forge Rd.  Proceed 1 1/2
mile and church is on your left.

For more information visit www.bethesdamissionbenefit.org
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Featuring: The Dixie Melody Boys, The Millers and Randy Simpson
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Joe Tomlinson

Joe has been writing, recording, traveling and singing

from New York to Florida for more than 15 years and

has written and recorded more than 50 gospel songs. 

Joe received the PSGMA Keystone Award in 2006 and

is a lifetime member of the Pennsylvania Southern

Gospel Music Association.

Contact information, Product sales

Booking and event scheduling:

Joe Tomlinson Ministries

310 W. Maple Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047

Phone: (215) 630-7892 

e-mail:JoeTomlinsonMinistries@Gmail.com

Our Sound is Country, Our Message is Jesus! 
ϱϳϬ-ϵϴϵ-Ϭϴϯϴ 

ƚƌƵĞŚĞĂƌƚŵƵƐŝĐΛƉƚĚ͘ŶĞƚ 

�ĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ ŽƵƌ ϮϱƚŚ ǇĞĂƌ ŽĨ DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͊  
�Ăůů ƚŽĚĂǇ ƚŽ ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ dƌƵĞ ,ĞĂƌƚ  
DƵƐŝĐ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŚƵƌĐŚ Žƌ ĞǀĞŶƚ͊ 

Mackinac Island Tour
August 17 - 22, 2020

6 days - motorcoach tour to Northern Michigan ... just $659 pp
Noah’s Ark & Creation Museum

September 14 - 18, 2020
5 days ... also includes the Newport Aquarium and Cincinnati Riverboat Cruise --- $623 per person

Cape Cod Tour
October 05 - 09, 2020

5 days and includes a Harbor Cruise --- $539 per person
Branson Christmas Tour

Nov. 08 - 14, 2020
7 days - enjoy 7 Christmas shows, lights and more ... just $772 pp

35th Holy Land Tour
November 30 - December 09, 2020

Walk where Jesus walked ~ don’t miss out!

For free brochures on our Tours, please contact us at: 717-432-0505
or write to:  Jacobs Brothers Tours, P. O. Box 68, Dillsburg, PA  17019

E-mail:  jacobsbrotherstours@yahoo.com

2020 TOURS
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c/o Dave Theis, 434 Bethany Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-4313

Please Check One:  q $15.00 1 Year  q $25.00 2 Years  q $100.00 Lifetime


